
  

“KOOKA CALL NEWSLETTER” 
“HOME OF THE SEBASTOPOL BURRAS” 

EDITION 3 – JULY 2026 

This newsletter will be released on the last Friday of each month. Editor Sean 
Bryce, Bowls Secretary bowlssec@sebasbowlingclub.com.au Ph: 0413054483 

Our Bowls Section Newsletter brings you the latest updates, highlights, and 
behind-the-scenes happenings from around the Sebastopol Bowling Club. 

Keeping our members informed, connected, and part of the story — every month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

What’s on at the Club 
While the outdoor bowls season 
has concluded for autumn, the 
Sebastopol Bowling Club remains a 
vibrant hub of activity with a wide 
range of sporting and social events 
taking place throughout the week. 
Monday 
• Social/Pennant Bowls + Ladies 

Indoor Pennant – 1.00pm 
• Gold Diggers (Juniors) – 4.15pm 
Tuesday 
• Men’s Indoor Pennant 7.15pm 
Wednesday 
• Scroungers + Disability Bowls (by 

Scope Disability Services – 1.00pm 
• Quoits 7.30pm  
Thursday 
• Scroungers + Indoor Social -1.00pm 
Friday 
• Member’s  Night Social/Trivia – 

5.00pm 
Saturday 
• Saturday Social Bowls – 1.00pm 
• Joker Poker (Pennant Season)  

6.30-7pm 
 

 

2026/27– Bowls Calendar  
5 August – 9 Sept BHBR Super Dome Series , Sebas BC 
31 August – Memberships not paid may need to reapply 
17 Sept – Information & Pie Night 6.15pm Sebas BC (NEW) 
19 & 20 Sept BPL Cup Regional Finals 
22 Sept – Bowls Vic – Doug Kneebone Junior Tourn. – Deer Park 
24 Sept – BHBR Super Veterans Day – TBA )NEW) 
3 & 4 October BPL Cup - VIC State Finals 
3 October – Proposed Summer Pennant Season Start Date 
29 Nov – Provincial Shield 
1-3 January 2027 – Great Southern 20k – Sebas Bowling Club 
8-10 January 2027 Region Sides Championship, Ballarat 
(Bowls Victoria) 
20 January 2027 Flapper Shield/Junior Provincial , Sebas 
Bowling Club (Bowls Vic) 
15-24 March 2027 Vic Open , Morwell/Traralgon (Bowls Vic) 
6-11 April 2027 Under 18 State Championships – Deer Park 
(Bowls Vic) 
13-21 April 2027 State Championships – Bendigo (Bowls 
Victoria) 
24-27 April 2027 State Pennant Championships, Moama 
(Bowls Vic) 
29 Apr – 4 May State Novice Carnival, Shepparton (Bowls Vic) 
17-25 May State Over 60 Carnival, Barham (Bowls Vic) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDOOR BOWLS 

Congratulations to Our Victorian 
Representatives!  

Sebastopol Bowling Club is proud to celebrate 
three of our members — Elaine Pitts, Narelle 
Baker, and Ian Hedger — who took part in the 
BIBBA State Trials recently have now been 
selected to represent Victoria in Sydney in 
August.. 

This achievement reflects not only their skill on the 
mat, but also their dedication, consistency, and 
passion for the sport. State selection is a milestone 
earned through hard work, resilience, and strong 
performances, and our club is thrilled to see all 
three recognised at this level. 

As they head to Sydney to compete at the highest 
level, we extend our warmest congratulations and 
full support. Elaine, Narelle and Ian — your club 
is behind you all the way. Go Victoria! 

 

NEWS FROM THE REGION  

Women’s Round 

The Ballarat- Highlands Bowls Region (BHBR) 
has advised that following the very 
successful women’s health round which 
raised $18 000 last season , the following 
donations have been processed. 

• $2000 - McGrath Foundation 
• $2000  - Breast Cancer Network 

Australia  
• $14 000 – Look Good Feel Good 

Wellness Centre, Ballarat. 

Women in Bowls Committee 

Narelle Baker has been appointed onto the 
BHBR Women’s in Bowls Committee. Narelle 
is the only Sebastopol member on any of the 

BHBR Committees.  

Women in bowls are really important, good 
luck Narelle! 

BUNINYONG BOWLING CLUB 

Members in case you were not aware for the past 
few years the Buninyong Bowling Club at this time 
of the year has been using our green under the 
Dome for practice. They pay $5 per head and have 
been given access to four rinks. They usually 
finished around lunch time. 

 

ARE YOU FOLLOWING SEBAS BC ON 
FACEBOOK OR INSTAGRAM? 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT MEMBERS DRAW 

Club Rule: “For a person to win the weekly 
membership draw they must be present in the 
Members Lounge at the time of the draw, the 

only exceptions to this are if a member is on duty 
E.G. if the member is assisting with bowling 

activities or other volunteering work on behalf of 
the club, and or at the discretion of the President.” 

 

TO OUR WONDERFUL SPONSORS! 

The Sebastopol Bowling Club and its members 
extend their sincere appreciation to all 
sponsors for their valued support and 
commitment to the Club throughout the year. 
The ongoing contribution of our sponsors is 
greatly appreciated and plays an important 
role in the continued success of our Club. 

We look forward to maintaining these valued 
partnerships and respectfully invite our 
sponsors to continue their support during the 
2026/27 season.  Next month keep an eye out 
for the New Sponsors Directory. (August 
onwards) 

Automotive Body Solutions 

Avalon Nursery 

Ballarat & District Property Services 

Ballarat City Caravans 

Bendigo Bank 

Chris Matthews Automotive 

Dailly Greyhounds 

DELA Landscaping Supplies 

Doherty & Clark 

Cross Roads CoFee Bar 

Eureka Concrete 

Lorna & GeoF Opie 

Mesh & Masonry 

Nunns Sungold Dairy 

Peter Tobin Funerals 

PK's ChemDry 

Perfect Windows & Doors 

Ringins Butchers 

Rosebank Retirement Village 

Showbiz Cinema 

Sleeps Plumbing 

iBuild 

T.J. Coutts 

Tiger Turf 

UFS Dispensaries Ltd 

Vision Radiology 

VR Vending 

Whitey's Pet Food Supplies 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS BALLARAT’S GOLD DIGGERS TEAM! 

Well Done to Boyd Browning and the rest of the Ballarat Gold Diggers Team  

 

Photo and Story Courtesy of the Gold Diggers Facebook Page 

The Gold Diggers battled it out against West Coast Wizards U/18 Squad, Northern Flyers U/18 
Bowls Squad and the newly named Geelong Vipers U18 Bowls in their fantastic new uniforms. The 
exciting format showcased the skills of almost 60 of our state’s up and coming juniors over 6 x 45 
minute games of 2 bowl triples. The scoring system is based on pennant with winners receiving 10 
points, plus 2 points per rink win and 1 point for a draw. 

It was evident from the first round that the standard was going to be high and results exciting, with 
two close matches being played out. The Diggers narrowly lost to the Vipers by 5 shots and only 
collected one rink win. 

Our squad made up of Billie, Boyd, Charlie, Charlotte, Connor, Jack B, Jack L, Jaxon, Jaxyn, Jay, 
Logan, Micah, Mikayla and Yuvi reset and went on to win the next three rounds, only dropping two 
rinks. 

After a short break for dinner, the juniors returned to the green, where the Diggers banked a solid win 
over the Wizards, with all rinks registering wins. 

The final game saw a rematch with the Vipers and this showdown would decide the winner of the 
Great Southern Shield. 

The atmosphere was electric across the full 45 minutes, with the voices of players, spectators and 
coaches echoing and bouncing ol the magnificent OG dome. With scoring close, the tension 
mounted and the standard lifted to another level. 

The pivotal moment came when across all four rinks, the Diggers were down on every head. One after 
the other, all four skippers - Micah, Jack L, Connor and Jack B - played brilliant conversion shots that 
turned the end in the Digger’s favour. This helped to build the momentum required to get our team 
over the line. 

To see some of Ballarat’s Gold Diggers train at Sebas BC at 4.15pm on Monday afternoons. 



Observations from the Bowling 
Green – Mr A Bowler  

The Unogicial Selector 

Every bowls club has one. 

Not an actual selector, mind you. 

An unolicial selector. 

We'll call him Barry. 

Barry's qualifications for the role are somewhat unclear, but they appear to consist of standing near the 
noticeboard and having strong opinions. 

Selection announcements are always met with careful analysis. 

"Interesting choice," Barry says. 

This phrase should never be interpreted as approval. 

If Barry's team wins, the selectors have made sensible decisions. 

If Barry's team loses, serious questions need to be asked. 

Particularly regarding why Barry wasn't promoted to a higher division. 

To be fair, Barry is not entirely selfish. 

He is also deeply concerned about several other players who should be promoted. 

Curiously, these players are almost always Barry's close friends. 

One Saturday afternoon I heard Barry explain that he was clearly ready for a higher division because he 
had won three ends in a row. 

A week later, after a dilicult game, he thoughtfully explained that results should not be judged on one 
performance. 

Consistency, apparently, is important. 

There is something admirable about such confidence. 

International sporting organisations spend millions analysing performance data. 

Barry reaches the same conclusions while enjoying a cup of tea and a lamington. 

The remarkable thing is that selectors never seem to get it entirely right. 

At least according to Barry. 

Still, every club needs optimists. 



Without them, who would volunteer to solve all of bowls' selection problems by Monday morning? 

Until next month, may all your selections be fair, your opinions be measured, and your promotions arrive 
exactly when you deserve them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUB’S HONOUR BOARDS HAVE BEEN 
UPDATED 

Next time your at the Club make sure that you 
check out the UPDATED Honour Boards in the 
Members Area. The main Honour Board for the 
Committee is located next to the Members Bar and 
the others Honour Boards are located along the 
walls of the Corridor from the Bowls Administrators 
Olice to the Members Toilets leading to the 
Southern Star Room. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COURTESY OF BOWLS AUSTRALIA 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Ballarat East Bowling Club has suggested a regional Trivia Night to raise money for charities. 
The event would be rotated around clubs each year and the host club would choose the charity that 
would benefit from the funds raised. The function also has the added bonus of getting clubs together 
to build social relationships and enjoy each other's company. Wayne Morgan BHBR Secretary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Indoor Club Champion 

Congratulations to Rob Baker who defeated 
Warren Bedggood by 4 shots in the Club 
Men’s Indoor Singles Title – 18 -14. 

Rob will be joining Elaine Pitts as the Ladies 
Champion to go on and compete in the 
Champion of Champions tournament.  

 
L-R Jarrod Evans, Scotty Roberts, Rob Baker, AJ & Tim Beacham, W Matthews 

Sebas Burras VBL05 – Just misses the Finals! 

The Sebas Burra’s travelled to Barham Bowling Club over the 10-11 July and had 6 wins from 12 
matches which isn’t a bad elort but unfortunately, we just missed making the VBL Finals at Deer 

Park Bowling Club on 24-25 July. 

! Pennant Signup Sheets 

 The Pennant signup sheets are now on the 
Pinboard in the Members Area.  

Can you please mark Yes or No if you will be 
playing Pennant for the 2026/27 Pennant Season.  

BHBR have advised that the team nominations 
close on 31st July so if you could notify the Club as 
quickly as possible it will help the Club finalise the 
Divisions, we wish to play in.   

Bowling in the Correct Direction 

 

Bowlers are being asked to play in a East-West direction on Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays.  Most 
are not abiding by this especially on Sundays. 

Before you bowl, please ensure that you check the sign which is outside the entrance to the dome. 

Bowlers bowling on days of organised events Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday are 
able to bowl in a North-South direction. 

The Club needs players to play in the correct direction to help preserve our carpet long term. 

 

 



 



 

VALE 

 

MAX MEDWELL 

Max passed away in the early hours  of 13 July 2026 and the funeral was held at Peter 
Tobin on Thursday 23 July 2026 at 11am, with a large gathering of family, friends, and 
club members paying their respects. Following the service, the Wake at the Sebas 
Bowling Club brought together stories, memories, and heartfelt reflections on a life 
well lived. 

It was clear from the many conversations shared that Max touched people deeply — 
not through grand gestures, but through the simple, consistent decency he showed 
every day. He was the kind of bowler who made the club better just by being part of it. 

Remembering a Much-Loved Clubmate 

Max will be remembered for: 

• his unwavering sportsmanship and gentle humour 
• his respect for the game and its traditions 
• his kindness toward new and long-standing members alike 

The Sebastopol Bowling Club extends its deepest condolences to Max’s family and 
loved ones. We are grateful for the time we shared with him and for the legacy of 

goodwill he leaves behind. 

Club History 

Max joined the Sebastopol Bowling Club on 4 October 1989 and played 424 Saturday 
Pennant games and served as a selector in early 2020 onwards. 

Recent Pennant successes: 

2024-25 Division 5 Premiership, 2023-24 Division 4 RunnerUp 

2022-23 Division 5 Runners Up, 2018-19 Division 4 Premiership, 2012-13 Division 2 
Runners Up 

Rest in Peace, Max 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Locker Use – Protecting Your Personal Belongings 

A friendly reminder to all members who use the lockers in the locker rooms at Sebastopol Bowling 
Club: Your locker is provided for your convenience, but the security of your personal belongings 

remains your responsibility. 

Please ensure your locker is kept locked at all times (do not leave your keys in lockers) and that any 
valuables — such as bowls, accessories, clothing, or personal items — are stored safely. The Club 

cannot take responsibility for loss, theft, or damage to items kept inside lockers. 

We also ask members not to leave equipment or personal property outside of lockers, including in 
hallways, change rooms, or open areas i.e the Members Area. Items left unsecured may be moved for 

safety or cleaning purposes, and the Club accepts no responsibility for their condition. 

By keeping your belongings secure, you help us maintain a tidy, safe, and well-organised environment 
for everyone. 

 

DO NOT LEAVE BOWLS IN THE MEMBERS AREA UNATTENDED 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIBBA LADDERS AT THE END OF QUALIFYING ROUNDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIC INDOOR BIAS BOWLS STATE PAIRS 
CHAMPIONS  2026

 

RUNNER – UP CHAMPION OF 
CHAMPIONS 2026 

 

 
 INDOOR BOWLS TEAMS – FINALS BOUND! 

Congratulations to Men’s Div 3, Ladies Div 1, Ladies Div 2 and Ladies Div 3 who are all playing 
Finals! Good Luck to you all! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BEANIES IN STOCK 

 

The Club has organised New Beanies which are 
available from Rob Baker, Club Administrator for $20 

each. So get in quick while stocks last. 

New Hats will be available soon.   

Congratulations to Chef Nate & 
Karlee! 

Welcome to the world Wyatt Alecia Elliott. 
He was born on Friday 24 July 2026 at 
2.50pm weighing in at 6lb 3oz and was 
45cm in length. 

For new members that don’t know Nate is 
our Head Chef and Karlee is our Bistro 
Manager.  

The whole Club would like to Congratulate 
Nate and Karlee on their first child 
together. 

CHANGES BEING MADE TO “B GREEN” – BY 
SCOTTY ROBERTS 

Some members may have noticed recent works taking 
place along the ditch on the dome side of B Green. 
Earlier this year, when B Green was converted to Tift 
Dwarf, a dilerent irrigation setup was required to 
support the high water needs during establishment. 

That ditch already contained three existing runs of 
pipe, which made installing the final line extremely 
tight—especially with upright connectors every six 
metres. A few of those connectors ended up sitting 
too high, which would interfere with bowls entering 
the ditch. 

To fix this properly, we’re widening the ditch by 110 
mm and installing a metal plinth. This will give us 
enough space to bury the new pipe safely and ensure 
the ditch is clear for bowls. 

The job has turned out to be a bit more involved than 
first expected, but once completed, the ditch will 
hopefully be fully compliant and trouble-free for play. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – BHBR DOME SERIES 

The Club is looking for some Volunteers to SELL RAFFLE TICKETS between 6.15pm and 7pm and 
again between 9pm and 10pm to again sell tickets and assist with the ralle draw on Wednesday 
Nights from 5 August to 9 September. We are also looking for someone to prepare and cook hotdogs, 
sausages or dim sims If you can help please contact Rob Pelchen, Volunteer Coordinator on 
0418508230. 

 

NEW LOCKERS FOR THE CHANGE ROOMS 

The Board agreed to commission Geol 
Worsley to build some new larger lockers in 
the Mens’ Changeroom. These lockers will 
enable bowlers to put their whole bowls 
bags into these lockers.  

The exact timeframe for these lockers being 
completed is unknown as it’s a large job. We 
will provide an update in the next newsletter.  



 
Monthly Bowls Results and Winners 

These scores are also now updated weekly on the TV Screen in the Members 

MONDAY AUTUMN PENNANT WINNERS 

29/6/2026 Don McCormick, Adam McCormick & David McGregor 
6/7/2026 – Terry Bond, John Hofstra, John Cameron 
13/7/2026 – W Wilson, G Wilson, D Quinlan 
20/7/2026 – Rob Pelchen, F Reus, D Meade 
27/7/2026 
 
MONDAY LADIES INDOOR BOWLS PENNANT SCORES 

29/6/2026 Div 1 Sebas 16 vs C/Oval 22, Div 2 Sebas 17 vs Midlands 16, Div 3 Sebas 
16 vs L/Month 27 
6/7/2026 Div 1 Sebas 29 vs Creswick 31, Div 3 Sebas 45 vs Victoria 24,  
13/7/2026 Div 1 Sebas 27 vs Cent Wend 19, Div 2 Sebas 21, C Oval 22, Div 3 Sebas 
19 vs Midlands 19 
20/7/2026 Div 1 Sebas 28 vs Inversmay 23, Div 2 Sebas 16 vs Creswick 32, Div 3 
Sebas 9 vs Cent Wend 24  
27/7/2026 
 
 
TUESDAY MEN’S INDOOR BOWLS PENNANT SCORES 

30/6/2026 Div 1 Sebas 47 vs Ballarat North 37, Div 3 Sebas 29 vs C/Wendouree 36 
7/7/2026 Div 1 Sebas 29 vs Creswick 31, Div 3 Sebas 45 vs Victoria 24, 
14/7/2026 Div 1 Sebas 27 vs Victoria 54, Div 3 Sebas  vs Vic 32 
21/7/2026 Div 1 Sebas 37 vs Learmonth 34, Div 3 Sebas 49 vs Learmonth 24 
28/7/2026 
 
WEDNESDAY SCROUNGERS WINNERS 

1/7/2026 - Ray Fisher (Central Wendouree) 
8/7/2026 – Perko 
15/7/2026 _ Jen Cameron 
22/7/2026 – D Leeson 
29/7/2026    
 



THURSDAY INDOOR SOCIAL BOWLS 
2/7/2026  S Paterson, T Burke, E Pitts 
9/7/2026 V Wilson, S Corneille, P Edwards, M Horne 
16/7/2026 M Horne, T Burke, H Kinnersley 
24/7/2026 D Harris, S Corneille, T Burke, V Wilson 
30/7/2026 
 
THURSDAY SCROUNGERS WINNERS 
2/7/2026 Fred Reus 
9/7/2026  B Cassells 
16/7/2026 D Davidson 
23/7/2026 F Reus 
30/7/2026 
 

SATURDAY SOCIAL BOWLS WINNERS 

27/6/2026 Steve McQuinn, Marita Beans, Tony May, Mick McDonnell 
4/7/2026 L Johannson, Mick McDonnell, Fred Reus 
11/7/2026 T Lempriere, A Saunders, Fred Reus 
18/7/2026 I Long, C Van Putten, W Bedggood 
25/7/2026 
 


